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Introduction 

Outdoor Education

Remuera Golf Club

‘We believe that we have a responsibility 
to the community to help build a stronger 
and more inclusive society. Golf is good 
for people in so many respects, it is a 
great social sport, provides relaxation in 
a natural environment, it is great exercise 

and should also be used as a classroom 
wherever possible to develop the next 
generation.’

Spencer Cooper, Course Superintendent, 
Remuera

Case Study - Outdoor Education

When we think of New Zealand, we think dramatic landscapes, beautiful scenery, and a playground for 
adventure. Kiwis, and those of us lucky enough to reside here, identify with the natural environment we are 
so lucky to live in.  We are proud of it, however as the population swells and the pressure for land increases, 
there are many challenges to maintaining such a positive environmental profile and we cannot ignore the 
contribution golf courses have to the maintenance and preservation of our greenspaces. 

A golf course is the home of well-maintained native and exotic trees, beautiful plants and greenery. The course 
provides oxygen, an open space and a wildlife habitat. Golf Courses protect coastal zones and urban green space 
and water quality.  There is also the social, health and wellbeing benefits to it’s community that participate in the 
game. As a powerful message more and more golf courses are now becoming Geo certified, meaning that they 
are part of a credible international golf industry and community that is:   

Protecting and fostering biodiversity and natural landscapes

• Using natural resources responsibly
• Generating positive social and economic value
• Earning recognition and trust as a sustainable sport and leader
• Using its reach to raise awareness for sustainability in wider world

This certification is a credit to the staff and volunteers that are creating environmental sustainability to the world 
and a strong message that golf can in fact be good for nature and for its local community. As well as taking care 
of the environment, some clubs are being leaders and supporting education too.

One use of the course and facility’s that is severely overlooked is its ability to educate children in our outdoor 
environment. With our country becoming more urbanised and green space becoming scarcer, golf courses 
can contribute to education by offering the ability for outdoor learning. The obvious subject to learn about is 
the Environment and nature. Lessons can include learning about plants through to interactive learning on 
ecosystems.  There are other opportunities to learn about various aspects of working in the environment, such 
as being an Arborist (tree surgeon) Landscaping, Irrigation and Mechanical repairs and Engineering. And let’s not 
forget a potential hack about after!

Remuera Golf Club have been leading the way in being Geo certified and educating local schools in their area.  
They were good enough to answer the following questions about the importance of engaging with local schools:

Why is it important for your club to engage with local schools in a capacity beyond 
just golf?
For Remuera Golf Club it is important that we make ourselves available to the community at all levels. As they 
say, “Sport can cross all boundary’s” and this is important to us. The club has so much more to offer than just 
golf and as part of our environmental strategy we would like to share our course with school children to be able 
to show them all the things that we are doing environmentally to improve our site. The learning then for the 
children is more interactive, gets them out in nature and might even inspire them to become golfers or develop a 
career in the industry.



Many of the students have never been to 
a golf course before and felt incredibly 
welcome to return to the facility. The 
learning of the students varied from course 
maintenance, sustainability, different 
plants and irrigation. Lots of the students 
mentioned one of their favourite parts was 

learning about the bees! Yes, Remuera golf 
club has a bee colony! Well done Remuera! 
Not only promoting Golf but educating 
others on the impact Golf has on the 
environment and adding value to your 
community. 

Conclusion

Was it easy to find time at a busy club to do this?

What were the learning outcomes for your visit at the golf club and how did this tie 
to the curriculum?

What was beneficial about using the golf club for this?

Were the learning outcomes met?

What value is there in having a strong relationship with your local golf club?

 I think it is quite easy, if you plan such learning and interactions in advance and prepare accordingly it is very 
easy to do and is very enjoyable for all involved. we have found that our members are generally welcoming of 
such initiatives even when it is busy on the course. 

One of the schools that Remuera have partnered with is Sacred Heart College.  Nick Coxford, one of the teachers 
answered some questions relating to the benefit the school and students received from visiting Remuera Golf 
Club.

Our trip to Remuera golf course relates to our Level 1 (YR 11) assessment standard -  Achievement Standard: 
91009 - Demonstrate geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment. The trip was very 
useful in giving students the required information and case study to complete this internal task. 

It was very beneficial to have a notable example of sustainability on our doorstep and I think Remuera Golf 
course’s work with sustainability deserve to be promoted further. 

Our learning outcomes were exceeding on our trip, it was beneficial to staff and students alike.

It is really useful, especially when conducting internals standards and also having connection for careers’ advice. 
etc is really beneficial for many students and this relationship is definitely something we want to develop further. 

Sacred Heart College


